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OPINION AND PRELIMINARY ORDER 

Janet S. and Hershel E. Harper were divorced in 2016. In 2015, the Circuit Court of 

Houston County, Alabama, had ordered Mr. Harper to pay Ms. Harper $5000 per month 

pursuant to the divorce action. In 2016, the Harpers executed and filed a Settlement 

Agreement in which Mr. Harper's monthly payments were reduced to $3000, beginning 

November 2016. That agreement also required Mr. Harper to pay Ms. Harper "$22,000 for 

her portion of [their] 2015 tax refund." 

In December 2017, the Revenue Department notified Ms. Harper that her 2016 tax 

liability had been adjusted to include tax on $60,000 in maintenance and support that had 

been paid to her by Mr. Harper pursuant to a court order in their divorce action. Also, her 

standard deduction had been reduced by $500. Later, the Revenue Department entered a 
























