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 OPINION AND PRELIMINARY ORDER 

This appeal involves the entry by the Alabama Department of Revenue of a 

final assessment of income tax for 2017. A trial was held on February 5, 2026.  

The Revenue Department was directed to provide the Tax Tribunal with 

authority for requiring proof of federal filing of the federal income tax return for a 

taxpayer to receive federal income tax deduction. In response to the Tax Tribunal’s 

Post-Hearing Preliminary Order, the Revenue Department stated that it is unaware 

of any law specifically requiring a federal return to be filed in order for a taxpayer to 

receive the federal income tax deduction on the Alabama return. 

The Taxpayer was directed to submit to the Tax Tribunal a copy of the certified 

mail receipt and proof of delivery of the federal income tax return for 2017 or to resend 

the federal tax return and provide proof of mailing by certified mail. In its reply, the 

Taxpayer states that it has submitted copies of the transcript, cancelled checks, 

receipts for expenses claimed, and a copy of the federal return along with a 

spreadsheet showing the timeline.  

Based on the evidence presented, the Department is directed to allow the  
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federal income tax deduction. The Revenue Department is directed to recalculate the 

final assessment amount to include the deduction and provide the updated 

calculation to the Tax Tribunal no later than June 26, 2026. Appropriate action will 

be taken.  

Entered June 8, 2026. 
 

/s/ Leslie Pitman   
LESLIE PITMAN 
Associate Judge  
Alabama Tax Tribunal 
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cc: William & Sandy Lockhart  
 Ryan N. Corley, Esq. 


